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Abstract 
Disparate complex systems are used today in the container transport chain resulting in a 
lack of visibility, accountability, efficiency, and security. Deficiencies (e.g., paper-to-
electronic-to-paper conversions) in these areas expose the system to attacks such as the 
Trojan horse (the commandeering of a legitimate trading identity to ship an illegitimate or 
dangerous consignment), hijack, or the theft of goods. The insufficiencies in these areas 
must be overcome to improve transport over secure trade lanes especially at intermodal 
points, i.e., at rail/truck transitions.  Providing visibility, accountability, efficiency, and 
security requires the coordinated application of sensing, communications, and the 
integration of information. To maximize such coordination several technology trends 
must be leveraged. Here associated technology trends are discussed as well as the 
integration of sensor and logistics information. 
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